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Important Medicare Coverage Update for Our Patients

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Texas Medicare Advantage are ending January 1, 2027

If you currently have Blue Cross Medicare Advantage plan, now is the time to review your Medicare coverage and make a plan for 2027.

At Refugio County Memorial Hospital, we want our patients to have access to the care they need, close to home.  As you consider your options. We strongly encourage you to explore Traditional Medicare (Original Medicare), along with a Medicare Supplement (Medigap) policy and a separate prescription drug plan, if appropriate for your needs. 

Traditional Medicare allows you to receive covered care from doctors and hospitals nationwide that accept Medicare, without the provider network restrictions common to many Medicare Advantage plans.  It also generally does not require prior authorization for Medicare-covered services.   These differences can be especially important for the patients in rural communities who may need care from multiple providers or travel outside their local area for specialty services.  

Before enrolling in another Medicare Advantage plan, including plans offered by UnitedHealthcare or other insurers, please carefully review the plan’s provider network, hospital participation, prior authorization requirements, prescription coverage, and potential out-of-pocket costs. 
Do not assume that a replacement plan will provide the same access to care you have today. 

	Please review your options before the Medicare Annual Enrollment Period ends on December 6, 2026.  If you are considering Traditional Medicare, be sure to evaluate your supplemental insurance and prescription drug coverage needs, as these are generally separate from Original Medicare. 

	Our goal is to help you make an informed decision that supports your health, your access to care, and your peace of mind. 

Your health choices matter.  Please plan ahead for 2027.
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